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GARDENS

How does your
garden grow?
Robbie Blackhall-Miles, 
Llanberis, north Wales

 I 
don’t remember the fi rst 
time I gardened. It’s 
something that has come 
naturally to me since I was 
tiny.  By the age of  12, I was 
propagating hardy orchids 

from seed and growing   puya  and 
  gunnera  in my bit of my parents’  
large garden. I was defi nitely the 
geeky kid at school, no matter how 
much I wanted to be the cool kid.

Then my teenage years hit and the 
need to be cool grew stronger. I left 
school and decided to step away 
from the things  I loved  most. I left 
nature, the environment and 
gardening behind to pursue a career 
in  fashion . I went off  on a career 
path that included modelling, 
hairdressing, a stint as a drag queen 
and fi nally managing a bar. At one 
point I sported a scarlet  mohican 
 and had so many piercings you 
could have used me as a sieve. 

Throughout it all I kept my interest 
in gardening. The gardens I had 
were always rented, so I kept 
a collection of my favourite plants 
with my mum. She taught me how 
to garden and has led me to become 
a plantsman myself.

After a nasty skate boarding 
accident, I was forced to make some 
decisions about life and found 
myself yearning for simpler things. 
A career with nature, animals or 
plants  was my childhood dream , so 
I set out to realise it. Some twists 
and turns have found me here, 
propagator to a plant hunter and, 
fi nally, with a garden of my own.

My partner and I started our 
small garden  three years ago. 
Within weeks of  moving in, we’d 
ripped up the lawn and started to 
transform it into a Cretaceous 
paradise. Most of  the plants  here 
have a fossil record that predates 

the extinction of the dinosaurs . 
I don’t grow many  “normal ” 

plants at home, but  I grow fruit and 
cut fl owers on the allotment, which 
is just around the corner. I may well 
be able to grow diffi  cult things  such 
as   aristolochia  and   pyrola , but it’s on 
the allotment that the real 
experiments take place. I am  yet to 
master the art of growing a tomato.

 MY FAVOURITE SPOT

    Sat on the decking at the back of the 
garden  –  it runs alongside the shed 
roof, which is covered in alpine 
plants, and is both  a sun trap and a 
vantage point. I sit here most days 
after work with a cup of  Earl  Grey , 
to take stock of the day and think 
about what needs doing in the 
garden that evening.  
How does your garden grow? 
Email  space@theguardian.com      

JO
E

L 
R

E
D

M
A

N
 F

O
R

 T
H

E
 G

U
A

R
D

IA
N

What to do 
this week
 Chop this  By now many stalwarts 
of the border are fl opping all over 
the shop. Perennials such as 
hardy geraniums, achilleas and 
lamb’s ears ( Stachys byzantina ) 
won’t mind being trimmed by 
a third or a half . At the same 
time, give them a little TLC in the 
form of some extra mulch and 
a thorough watering. They’ll soon 
spring back to life and may even 
reward you with more fl owers in 
late summer. 

 
  See this  Northern gardeners, make 
a date in your diary for  Dig the City , 
starting  next Saturday    in 
Manchester. The nine-day festival 
of urban gardening features free 
kids’ workshops from the National 
Trust, an urban tree trail and a 
chance to help Tatton Park’s 
gardening team create a  karesansui 
(Japanese  dry  garden) in the heart of 
the city centre. Go to  digthecity.co.uk  
for details.

 
  Plant this  Can’t abide bare soil? 
For a carpet of blue and green all 
summer, try the bellfl ower ‘Blue 
Clips’. When planted in sun or 
partial shade, it will be covered  in 
violet-blue blooms from July to 
September,  and it isn’t fussy 
about soil type. Try  it tumbl ing over 
a wall or to soften  the edges of hard 
landscaping. Height and spread: 
20cm x 60cm. Buy 12 plug plants 
for £11.98 or 24 for £14.96  (prices 
 include free UK mainland p&p). 
To order, call 0330 333 6856, 
quoting ref GU225 , or  go to 
     theguardian.com/off ers/plants  . 
Delivery August to September 2014.  
Jane Perrone 


